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Dbilippines.*
By Miss M. E. McCarmont,

Sui)erintendent, Civil Hospital, Manila, and
Supervising Nurse of the Bureaw of Health.

It may be only from my close proximity, or it
may actually be a fact, but it does seem ‘to the
writer that in no portion of the globe could there
be a greater opportunity for nurses or nursing
than in the Philippine Islands. Since the Ameri-
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all; but their movements and history while here
are of no special moment to this report, as prac-
tically all left the Islands as soon as their imme-
diate duty was fulfilled. A few of the Red Cross
nurses went into the army, but with the adoption
of Civil Government the Army Nursing Corps has
been gradually reduced, until there are now pos-
sibly not more than twenty nurses in the Islands.
The work of the Army and Navy Corps will always
be localised, and devoted practically to the Ameri-
cans; the real nursing of the Philippine Islands—
the work what will reach the people—will be de-
pendent upon, and represented by, the nurses em-
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can occupation much has heen done, especially in
the last two years, or since the beginning of the
Training School for Filipina nurses in Manila ; but

_there is still such a great field, and such large op-
portunities, both altruistic and financial, it seems
rather a pity that the nursing profession does not
know more of this far away, but most interesting,
corner of the Orient.

The first American nurses who came to the Is-
lands were, of course, the Red Cross and the army
nurses, who came oyer during, and right after, the
Spanish-American War. There were about 125 in
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ployed by the Civil Government, those of private
institutions, and lastly, but most important, by
the native trained nurses themselves.

The Bureau of Health has charge of all the eivil
hospitals in the Philippine Islands, with their
accompanying nursing force. 'While this Burean is
responsible for all the medical and sanitary inspec-
tion of the islands, besides aiding many private
hospitals and charitable organisations, yet it
directs, controls, and operates the Civil Hospital,
Bilihid Hospital, and San Lazaro, all of Manila;
the Baguio Civil Sanitarium of Benguet (the sum-
mer capitol of the Philippines), and the Culion
Leper Hospital. The Civil Hospital of Manila fur-
nishes free medical and surgical treatment to all”
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